A great deal has been written on Darwin's various illnesses, and Dr. Colp has gathered together all the available evidence. He believes that the recurrent ill health from 1837 onwards was of psychological origin, much of which was due to anxiety resulting from the fatigue of his great work and relating to its possible reception by society. Overwork also at times contributed to illness.
Dr. Colp, who is a psychiatrist, presents all that is known of Darwin's bouts of indisposition and the treatments used, together with his response to them and to medicine in general, and with his relations with his doctors. All the possible etiologies that have been put forward are discussed, and in an appendix is the first transcription of Darwin's family medical book. This is a scholarly study which can be recommended to all who are concerned with Darwin or with nineteenth-century medicine and psychological disorders. For the time being it must be considered the definitive work on a much-discussed topic.
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